
The Hampton Beach Wool Roving Blanket 

by Judy Jewell 

 

 

www.theautumnacorn.etsy.com 

Materials: 

48” x 62” blanket: 

Merino wool top unspun roving in cream, 10 lbs., this type of fiber comes in bumps. I did not 
separate my wool roving, I left it whole.  
*You may choose to separate the wool roving in half so that you end up with twice as much 
yardage. This will make a thinner blanket overall, but still lovely. It will weigh 5 lbs. when 
finished as opposed to 10 lbs. 
One 10’ long, 1.5” diameter piece of PVC piping 
Duck tape 
Needle felting needles 
 
 

 

18” x 18” baby blanket/mat: 

Merino wool top unspun roving in cream, 2 lbs.  I did not separate my wool roving, I left it 
whole.  
*You may choose to separate the wool roving in half so that you end up with twice as much 
yardage. This will make a thinner blanket overall, but still lovely. It will weigh 1 lb. when 
finished as opposed to 2 lbs. 
5’ long, 1.5” diameter PVC pipe knitting needles 
Needle felting needles 

http://www.theautumnacorn.etsy.com/


 

Preparation: 

 

The first thing you will need to do is to make your giant knitting needles. For this, I simply went 
to my local hardware store and asked for a 10 foot length of 1.5” PVC piping. I believe the cost 
was approx. $15.00. At home, I used a hacksaw to cut the PVC pipe in half resulting in two, 5’ 
sections of pipe. I wrapped each cut/rough edge with enough white Duck tape to not only cover 
the edges but also to build up a sort of “point” on the end of the needle. The “point” you create 
with the tape will not really be pointy at all; it will have a rounded end.  
 
Make sure you are working in a large enough area as you will be using some gigantic knitting 
needles to create your masterpiece and you will need a lot of elbow room! I would suggest that 
you wear a light color as wool roving tends to shed. 
 

Ribbed Stitch Blanket (48” x 62”): 

 

CO 21. You must be super careful not to tug or pull on the roving at all. Before it is knit up into 
stitches it is at a weaker stage and it WILL break very easily. Once the wool roving has been knit, 
it becomes much stronger. 
Skip the first stitch and K2 P2 rib across. (20 sts.) 
You will continue to K2 in every K2 of the previous row and P2 in every P2 of the previous row 
until you have completed 28 rows or until you run out of roving.   
BO very loosely in K2 P2 pattern. 
Weave in the loose ends. Needle felt the loose ends down. 
Now, begin to needle felt all of the loose or stray pieces of wool roving. Gently needle felt your 
entire blanket. Your goal will be to needle felt the blanket just enough so that it looks neat and 
is more durable but not so much that it loses its softness. This is NO easy task! 
 

Stockinette Stitch Blanket (48” x 62”): 

 
CO 21. You must be super careful not to tug or pull on the roving at all. Before it is knit up into 
stitches it is at a weaker stage and it WILL break very easily. Once the wool roving has been knit, 
it becomes much stronger. 
Skip the first stitch and K across. (20 sts.) 
Purl across. 
You will continue to alternate between knitting a row and purling a row until you have 
completed  28 rows or until you run out of roving.   
BO very loosely. 
Weave in the loose ends. Needle felt the loose ends down. 
Now, begin to needle felt all of the loose or stray pieces of wool roving. Gently needle felt your 
entire blanket. Your goal will be to needle felt the blanket just enough so that it looks neat and 
is more durable but not so much that it loses its softness. This is NO easy task! 
 



 

Garter Stitch Blanket (48” x 62”): 

 
CO 21. You must be super careful not to tug or pull on the roving at all. Before it is knit up into 
stitches it is at a weaker stage and it WILL break very easily. Once the wool roving has been knit, 
it becomes much stronger. 
Skip the first stitch and K across. (20 sts.) 
Continue to knit across each row until you have completed  28 rows or until you run out of 
roving. 
BO very loosely. 
Weave in the loose ends. Needle felt the loose ends down. 
Now, begin to needle felt all of the loose or stray pieces of wool roving. Gently needle felt your 
entire blanket. Your goal will be to needle felt the blanket just enough so that it looks neat and 
is more durable but not so much that it loses its softness. This is NO easy task! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ribbed Stitch Baby Blanket /Mat (20” x 20”): 

 

CO 11. You must be super careful not to tug or pull on the roving at all. Before it is knit up into 
stitches it is at a weaker stage and it WILL break very easily. Once the wool roving has been knit, 
it becomes much stronger. 
Skip the first stitch and K2 P2 rib across. (10 sts.) 
You will continue to K2 in every K2 of the previous row and P2 in every P2 of the previous row 
until you have completed 15 rows. 
BO very loosely in K2 P2 pattern. 
Weave in the loose ends. Needle felt the loose ends down. 
Now, begin to needle felt all of the loose or stray pieces of wool roving. Gently needle felt your 
entire blanket. Your goal will be to needle felt the blanket just enough so that it looks neat and 
is more durable but not so much that it loses its softness. This is NO easy task! 
 

 

 

 



Stockinette Stitch Baby Blanket/Mat (20” x 20”): 

 

CO 11. You must be super careful not to tug or pull on the roving at all. Before it is knit up into 
stitches it is at a much weaker stage and it WILL break very easily. Once the wool roving has 
been knit, it becomes much stronger. 
Skip the first stitch and K across. (10 sts.) 
Purl across. (10 sts.) 
You will continue to alternate between knitting a row and purling a row until you have 
completed  15 rows.   
BO very loosely. 
Weave in the loose ends. Needle felt the loose ends down. 
Now, begin to needle felt all of the loose or stray pieces of wool roving. Gently needle felt your 
entire blanket. Your goal will be to needle felt the blanket just enough so that it looks neat and 
is more durable but not so much that it loses its softness. This is NO easy task! 

 

Garter Stitch Baby Blanket /Mat (20” x 20”): 

 
CO 11. You must be super careful not to tug or pull on the roving at all. Before it is knit up into 
stitches it is at a weaker stage and it WILL break very easily. Once the wool roving has been knit, 
it becomes much stronger. 
Skip the first stitch and K across. (10 sts.) 
You will continue to K every stitch in each row until you have completed 15 rows. 
BO very loosely. 
Weave in the loose ends. Needle felt the loose ends down. 
Now, begin to needle felt all of the loose or stray pieces of wool roving. Gently needle felt your 
entire blanket. Your goal will be to needle felt the blanket just enough so that it looks neat and 
is more durable but not so much that it loses its softness. This is NO easy task! 

 

HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR BLANKET:  

 

Due to the nature of the wool roving, it is best to keep your blanket away from high traffic 
areas. I think it works best when used as an accent piece (on the back of a couch or at the foot 
of a bed). No doubt about it, this blanket makes a bold statement! 
 
When needed, spot clean with a mild soap that is safe for wool. You can also soak with a gentle 
wool soap in the washing machine but do not let the machine agitate because it will felt your 
blanket. Drain, and GENTLY spin out the excess water. Dry flat. On nice days, I dry my blankets 
outside on top of a large piece of plastic. 
 
Any pills that may form on your blanket can be trimmed with scissors. 
 

 

 



Miscellaneous: 

 

I buy my wool from Sheep Shed Studio online. I just paid approximately $175 for a 10 pound 
bump. There are many places to purchase roving. Just do a google search and you will find 
others. Remember to look for roving that comes in one long piece. 
 
Feel free to sell your finished blankets made from my pattern, however do not copy, alter, or 
sell the pattern itself. For each of your online listings, include the following: Pattern provided by 
Judy Jewell of The Autumn Acorn at www.theautumnacorn.etsy.com. 
 

Happy knitting! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thesheepshedstudio.com/NewSuperpage.html
http://www.theautumnacorn.etsy.com/

